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FIERY TRIALS OF LIFE

It has been five months since fire ravaged the
Palisades and Alta Dena. However, the burn
scarred ravaged landscape is undergoing an
amazing transformation. Yes, there is the
physical rebuilding of homes,

business and such like, butf

upon closer inspection vegeta-
tion is cropping up. Sprouts of |
one sort or another are coming
back to life, wildlife is slowly
working its way back into the fg
areas. Life finds a way.

It is said that the caterpillar
needs to struggle in order to
go through the process of
change. It needs to fight in
order to break free from the cocoon and enjoy
the full metamorphous: having become a
beautiful butterfly. The refining fire so to
speak. Peter, writing in his first epistle ad-
dresses such with respect to the child of God.
“In this you greatly rejoice, even though now
for a little while, if necessary, you have been
distressed by various trials, that the proof of
your faith, being more precious than gold
which is perishable, even though tested by
fire, may be found to result in praise and glo-
ry and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ” (1:6-7)

In the Old Testament book of Zechariah,
chapter thirteen and verse nine the following
is found. “I will bring the one-third through
the fire, will refine them as silver is refined,
and test them as gold is tested. They will call
on My name, and I will answer them. I will
say, ‘This is My people’; and each one will
say, ‘The Lord is my God.” Various times
through out the Scriptures the fiery trials of
refinement are noted. One of which is James,
chapter one and verses two through four.
“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you
encounter various trials, knowing that the
testing of your faith produces endurance. And
let endurance have its perfect result, that you
may be perfect and complete, lacking in noth-

ing.” Bear in mind that those to whom James
was writing, had been scattered far afield from
their homeland, simply because they were fol-
lowing Christ.

“Behold, I have refined you, but
not as silver; I have tested you
in the furnace of afflic-
tion.” (Isaiah 48:10)

It is during the period of diffi-
culty that one often awakens in
{a spiritual sense. Thereby be-
coming aware of what God ex-
pects and a firm resolve to grow
in respect to spiritual maturity.
In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians,
he challenged them to grow, “fo a mature man,
to the measure of the stature which belongs to
the fulness of Christ” (4:13) Whereupon the au-
thor of the book of Hebrews noted, “..let us
press on to maturity...” (6:1) It should be not-
ed that this growth brings about ones ability to
more accurately reflect what Paul speaks about
in Galatians 2:20. “I have been crucified with
Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me, and the life which I now live
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me, and delivered Himself up for
me.” A more Christ-like life, which should be

our aspiration inasmuch as He is our example
(see 1Peter 2:21-25)

The fiery trials of life can be used to help shape
us, provided we lean on God. “For Thou hast
tried us, O God; Thou hast refined us as silver
is refined. Thou didst bring us into the net;
Thou didst lay an oppressive burden upon our
loins. Thou didst make men rule over our
heads, we went through fire and through wa-
ter, yet Thou didst bring us out into a place of
abundance.” (Psalms 66:10-12) Looking back it
can be seen how God did indeed bring His chil-
dren through life’s difficulties (Romans 15:4) Let
us learn to lean into God and find the strength
to endure difficulties and to be refined as if by
ﬁre. (wbe)



